
 
 
 

 
 

English Language Arts Curriculum: 
Grades 11 & 12 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The following maps outline the Common Core Standards for grades 11-12 English Language Arts determined by the State Standards Initiative.  
Below is a list of assessment tools that are recommended for tracking student progress in these areas. In addition, resources that can be used in 
conjunction with instruction of these standards are provided but not limited to the list below.   
 
Assessment:  
Reading Literature and Informational Text   Writing and Language       
End of story tests (multiple choice, open ended)  Journal Entries      
End of Unit/Theme Assessments    Writing Process Pieces     
End of Book Activities      End of Book Activities      
Comprehension: illustrations, sentences   Persuasive Writing: Opinion Piece    
Multimedia presentation (PowerPoint)                                  Speculative Writing 
                   Informative/Explanatory Writing 
         Narrative Writing       
         Research Writing  
                   Proofreading/Editing 
    
References:  
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/writing/grade-2/ 
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 
Common Core Exemplars: http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf 
                       
Websites: 
www.brainpop.com   
www.spellingcity.com 
www.studyisland.com   
www.scholastic.com 
www.readwritethink.org  
www.learn360.com   
www.edmoto.com                   
www.inspiration.com   
www.glogster.com  
www.wordpress.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Language Arts Curriculum: Grades 11 & 12  
Reading Standards for Literature  

 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use text to support an interpretation?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                            
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
Standard: RL. 11-12.1 
Vocabulary: explicit,  textual evidence, inference, denotation, connotation, figurative language, analysis, ambiguity, complexity  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
1. Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining 
where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
 

• Examine textual evidence 
that supports the text, 
annotate text 

• Distinguish between what is 
explicit and what is inferred  

• Use explicit evidence from 
the text to make connections 
and support inferences 

• Analyze relevant denotative, 
connotative, and figurative 
language 

• Analyze and evaluate 
available evidence for 
thoroughness, completeness, 
and relevance 

• Recognize ambiguity and 
note where text leaves 
matters uncertain 

• Model how to do a close analysis of a 
passage  

• Review “close reading” annotation 
strategies (i.e. highlighting, post-its, 
underlining)  

• Model how to identify evidence in text 
that supports analysis  

• Review with students how to make 
connections between evidence in the 
text and use these connections to 
support inferences 

• Model how to identify where an author 
leaves matters uncertain in a text 

• Model how to analyze complexities 
and ambiguities in a work of literature.  

  

Students can cite strong and 
thorough textual evidence 
from John Keats’s “Ode on a 
Grecian Urn” to support their 
analysis of what the poem 
says explicitly about the urn 
as well as what can be 
inferred about the urn from 
evidence in the poem. Based 
on their close reading, 
students draw inferences 
from the text regarding the 
meaning the figures 
decorating the urn convey as 
well as noting where the 
poem leave matters about the 
urn and it decorations 
uncertain.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers determine the message the author is trying to convey?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                  
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
Standard: RL. 11-12.2 
Vocabulary: theme, central idea, objective summary, complexity  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
2. Determine two or more 
themes or central ideas of a 
text and analyze their 
development over the 
course of the text, including 
how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a 
complex account; provide 
an objective summary of the 
text. 

• Identify two or more 
themes or central ideas of 
a text and analyze their 
development 

• Analyze ideas, literary 
techniques, and specific 
details that develop the 
themes over the course of 
the text 

• Recognize how themes 
interact to build complexity  

• Objectively summarize a 
text by including the 
appropriate details 

• Review how to determine themes or 
central ideas 

• Teach students to determine how the 
themes develop by analyzing events of 
the text  

• Guide students in the understanding of 
how themes connect to build complexity 

• Review how to write an objective 
summary   

 

Students provide an objective 
summary of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s The Great 
Gatsby wherein they analyze 
how over the course of the 
text different characters try to 
escape the worlds they come 
from, including whose help 
they get and whether 
anybody succeeds in 
escaping.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers determine how characters, events, and ideas develop and interact? 
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
Standard: RL. 11-12.3 
Vocabulary: author’s choice, narrative elements  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
3. Analyze the impact of the 
author’s choices regarding 
how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama 
(e.g., where a story is set, 
how the action is ordered, 
how the characters are 
introduced and developed). 
 

• Demonstrate an 
understanding that an 
author deliberately makes 
choices that develop the 
narrative elements.  

• Analyze and explain how 
an author’s choices 
impact the development 
and interaction of the 
narrative elements in a 
specific text.  

 

• Hold discussions which focus on 
relating narrative elements 
including settings, actions, and 
characters 

• Teach students to evaluate 
author’s choices in relating 
elements of a story  
   

Students analyze the first 
impressions given of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bennet in opening chapter of Pride 
and Prejudice based on the setting 
and how the characters are 
introduced. By comparing these first 
impressions with their later 
understanding based on how the 
action is ordered and the characters 
develop over the course of the 
novel; students understand the 
impact of Jane Austen’s choices in 
relating elements of the story.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers interpret the author’s use of language?    
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, 
and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
Standard: RL. 11-12.4 
Vocabulary: figurative meaning, connotative meaning, tone 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
4. Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are 
used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning 
and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language 
that is particularly fresh, 
engaging, or beautiful. (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other 
authors.) 

• Analyze the meaning, use, and 
effect of connotations, multiple 
meanings, colloquialisms, 
idioms, and figurative 
language.  

• Analyze and explain how an 
author uses techniques to 
establish and maintain a 
specific literary style and tone.  

• Analyze, explain, and evaluate 
the cumulative impact of an 
author’s deliberate 
manipulation of language 
(word choice, diction, 
structure) on meaning, 
imagery, mood, and tone.  

 

• Review figurative and 
connotative meanings of 
words  

• Provide examples of text 
that include fresh, 
beautiful or engaging 
language and discuss its 
effects 

• Guide students in 
identifying instances in 
which author’s word 
choice impacts meaning 
and tone 
 

Students compare and contrast the 
figurative and connotative meanings 
as well as specific word choices in 
John Donne’s “Valediction 
Forbidding Mourning” and Emily 
Dickinson’s “Because I Would Not 
Stop for Death” in order to 
determine how the metaphors of the 
carriage and the compass shape the 
meaning and tone of each poem. 
Students analyze the ways both 
poets use language that is 
particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful to convey the multiple 
meanings regarding death 
contained in each poem.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers use text structure to understand meaning?   
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
Standard: RL. 11-12.5 
Vocabulary: narrative arc, resolution, aesthetic impact  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
5. Analyze how an author’s 
choices concerning how to 
structure specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of 
where to begin or end a 
story, the choice to provide 
a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its 
overall structure and 
meaning as well as its 
aesthetic impact. 
 

• Explain, analyze, and 
evaluate the structural 
characteristics of complex 
narrative texts and use those 
characteristics when 
interpreting texts.  

• Analyze and explain how an 
author’s deliberate 
manipulation of the internal 
structures of a text 
contributes to its overall 
structure, meaning, and 
effect.  
- Analyze the effect of an 

author’s:  
      -  decision on where to  
         begin and/or end a story  
      -  choice of a comedic or  
                      tragic resolution  
 

• Model how to analyze text structure 
including the author’s choice of where 
to begin or end a story and choice to 
provide a comedic or tragic resolution 

• Guide students in determining how 
the author’s choices affect the overall 
narrative structure and its aesthetic 
impact.  
 

 

Students analyze how Anton 
Chekhov’s choice of structuring 
his story “Home” by beginning in 
“midstream” shapes the 
meaning of the text and 
contributes to its overall 
narrative arc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers analyze point of view and/or purpose?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                 
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Standard: RL. 11-12.6 
Vocabulary: point of view, satire, sarcasm, irony, understatement  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
6. Analyze a case in which 
grasping a point of view 
requires distinguishing what 
is directly stated in a text 
from what is really meant 
(e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, 
or understatement). 
 

• Analyze and evaluate the point 
of view or a shift in point of view 
for a particular purpose, 
character, speaker, or situation. 

• Distinguish among types of 
irony (e.g., verbal, situational, 
dramatic).   

• Analyze and evaluate the 
overall effect of the use of 
satire, sarcasm, irony, or 
understatement and its impact 
on achieving the author’s 
purpose, distinguishing 
between what is directly stated 
and what is really meant 

 

• Review point of view  
• Teach students to analyze how 

the author uses point of view to 
develop the content and style of 
the text  

• Provide examples of different 
types of irony 

• Provide opportunities for 
discussion in which students 
distinguish the difference 
between what is directly stated 
to what is really meant 

 

Students analyze Miguel de 
Cervantes’s Don Quixote and 
(Jean-Baptiste Poquelin) 
Moliere’s Tartuffe for how what is 
directly stated in a text differs 
from what is really meant, 
comparing and contrasting the 
point of view adopted by the 
protagonist in each work.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers use illustrations to understand the text?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in 
words.* 
Standard: RL. 11-12.7 
Vocabulary:  multiple interpretations  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
7. Analyze multiple 
interpretations of a story, 
drama, or poem (e.g., 
recorded or live production 
of a play or recorded novel 
or poetry), evaluating how 
each version interprets the 
source text. (Include at least 
one play by Shakespeare 
and one play by an 
American dramatist.) 

• Compare and contrast 
significant ideas between two 
different artistic interpretations 
of a single work. 

• Analyze and evaluate how 
each version interprets the 
source text.  

• Model the behaviors of a strategic 
reader, listener, or viewer  

• Provide a template with key elements to 
guide note taking during readings and 
viewings 

• Provide opportunities for discussion in 
which students analyze multiple 
interpretations, of a story drama, or 
poem.   

Students compare two or more 
recorded live productions of 
Arthur Miller’s written text, 
evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text and 
debating which aspects of the 
enacted interpretations of the 
play best capture a particular 
character, scene, or theme.   

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers determine and make meaning of the arguments/claims presented in a text? 
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
Standard: RL. 11-12.8 
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
8. (Not applicable to 
literature) 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers make connections between texts?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the 
authors take. 
Standard: RL. 11-12.9 
Vocabulary: foundational works, theme 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
9. Demonstrate knowledge 
of eighteenth-, nineteenth- 
and early-twentieth-century 
foundational works of 
American literature, 
including how two or more 
texts from the same period 
treat similar themes or 
topics. 
 

• Analyze and explain themes 
common to specific time 
periods in American literature.  

• Analyze and evaluate the 
impact of historical 
experiences on literary themes 
or topics.  

• Compare and contrast the 
treatment of similar themes or 
topics by two or more authors 
of the same time period.  

 

• Provide exposure to American works 
of literature which draw on similar 
content or theme  

• Have students compare and contrast 
two or more works from the same 
period that treat similar themes or 
topics  

 

Students compare and contrast 
how the protagonist of Herman 
Melville’s Billy Budd and 
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The 
Scarlet Letter maintain their 
integrity when confronting 
authority, and they relate their 
analysis of that theme to other 
portrayals of 19th - and early 20th- 
century foundational works of 
American literature they have 
read. 

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use comprehension strategies to improve understanding of text? 
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                 
Reading Literature  
CCR Anchor Standard: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
Anchor Standard 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
Standard: RL. 11-12.10 
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in 
the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 
 
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at 
the high end of the grades 11–CCR text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 

• Read a variety of genres 
• Read literature varying in 

complexity 

• Expose students to a variety of 
genres  

• Expose students to literature varying 
in complexity  

• Scaffold reading and comprehension 
as needed 

 



Language Arts Curriculum: Grades 11 & 12 
Reading Standards for Informational Text  

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use text to support answers to questions?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text  
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
Standard: RI. 11-12.1 
Vocabulary: explicit, implied, inferences 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
1. Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining 
where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
 

• Identify key information from the text 
• Develop and support inferences with 

information from the text 
• Use evidence from text to support analysis of 

text 
• Interpret information presented graphically 
• Identify areas of text with flaws or in need of 

additional support 
• Evaluate available evidence for 

thoroughness, completeness and relevance 

• Demonstrate proper note taking 
techniques 

• Ask questions to elicit prior 
knowledge to draw conclusions 
based on new information drawn 
from text 

• Ask questions to guide students 
to critically analyze and identify  
areas in need of more 
information 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers use key details from the text to support the main idea?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
Standard: RI. 11-12.2 
Vocabulary: central idea, objective summary 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
2. Determine two or more 
central ideas of a text and 
analyze their development 
over the course of the text, 
including how they interact 
and build on one another to 
provide a complex analysis; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

• Identify themes or central 
ideas of a text and how they 
develop 

• Analyze ideas, literary 
techniques, and specific 
details that develop each 
theme over the course of 
the text and how they relate 
to and build upon each 
other 

• Objectively summarize each 
text by including the 
appropriate details 

 Review how to determine a 
theme or central idea  

 Review how to analyze 
events of the text to 
determine how the theme 
develops  

 Pose questions that require 
students to analyze 
relationships among central 
ideas 

 Review how to objectively  
summarize text in a variety of 
formats   
 

Students provide an objective summary 
of Henry David Thoreau’s Walden 
wherein they analyze how he articulates 
the central ideas of living simply and 
being self-reliant and how those ideas 
interact and build on one another. (e.g. 
“According to Thoreau”, how specifically 
does moving toward complexity in one’s 
life undermine self-reliance?)  

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers make connections between concepts in a text?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 
Anchor Standard 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
Standard: RI. 11-12.3 
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
3. Analyze a complex set of 
ideas or sequence of events 
and explain how specific 
individuals, ideas, or events 
interact and develop over 
the course of the text. 
 

• Identify how authors organize ideas i.e. 
chronologically, according to priority, 
cause & effect 

• Explain the connections made between 
the key elements in the text 

• Analyze, explain, and evaluate the 
author’s use of complex ideas, concepts, 
events and individuals within text 

 Provide examples of various 
methods of organizing text 

 Model and provide opportunities 
for students to make connections 
of how specific individuals, ideas 
or events interact and develop in 
a text 

 

 

 



Essential Question(s): How do readers determine the meaning and use of content specific vocabulary?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, 
and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
Standard: RI. 11-12.4 
Vocabulary: connotation, denotation  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
4. Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, 
including figurative, 
connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze how an 
author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term or 
terms over the course of a 
text (e.g., how Madison 
defines faction in Federalist 
No. 10). 

• Use context clues to 
explore the meanings of 
words 

• Analyze the meanings of 
colloquialisms, idioms, 
figurative language, and 
other words and phrases 
as they are used in context 
and influence text meaning 
and tone  

• Analyze how key terms  
evolve over the course of a 
text 

• Use examples to demonstrate how 
authors interpret, use, and refine the 
meaning of a key term or phrase 

• Provide examples of texts which require 
students to explore multiple meanings 
of words 
 

Students analyze how the 
key term success is 
interpreted, used, and 
refined over the course of 
G.K. Chesterton’s essay 
“The Fallacy of Success”.  

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use text features to locate information?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
Standard: RI. 11-12.5 
Vocabulary: text structure 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
5. Analyze and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the structure 
an author uses in his or her 
exposition or argument, 
including whether the 
structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 

• Describe the structure of an argument 
• Identify its claims and evidence 
• Evaluate connections among evidence, 

inferences and claims  
• Analyze and evaluate the effect of the 

structural characteristic on meaning 
and or purpose in text 

• Provide examples of various text structures 
• Guide students through analysis of text 

structure 
• Provide opportunities for students to 

evaluate the effectiveness of text structure  

 

 



Essential Question(s): How do readers analyze point of view and/or purpose?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 
Anchor Standard 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Standard: RI. 11-12.6 
Vocabulary: rhetorical device, rhetoric  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
6. Determine an author’s 
point of view or purpose in a 
text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, 
analyzing how style and 
content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness or 
beauty of the text. 
 

• Identify the author’s purpose 
and point of view 

• Identify the rhetorical devices 
used in text 

• Recognize use of rhetorical 
devices in the text  

• Describe why the author’s use 
of rhetoric was effective 

• Evaluate how content and 
style contribute to the 
effectiveness or beauty of the 
text 

• Review how to determine the 
author’s purpose and point of view 

• Review rhetorical devices  
• Have students identify the author’s 

use of rhetoric in the text  
• Provide opportunities for the 

students to discuss how content and 
style contribute to the effectiveness 
or beauty of a text  

Students determine Richard 
Hofstadter’s purpose and point 
of view in his “Abraham 
Lincoln and the Self-Made 
Myth,” analyzing how both 
Hofstadter’s style and content 
contribute to the eloquent and 
powerful contrast he draws 
between the younger, 
ambitious Lincoln and the 
sober, more reflective man of 
the presidential years.  

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers use information from illustrations and text to demonstrate understanding?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 7: Integrate	  and	  evaluate	  content	  presented	  in	  diverse	  media	  and	  formats,	  including	  visually	  and	  quantitatively,	  as	  well	  as	  in	  words.*	  
Standard: RI. 11-12.7 
Vocabulary: medium,  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
7. Integrate and evaluate 
multiple sources of 
information presented in 
different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) 
as well as in words in order 
to address a question or 
solve a problem. 
 

• Compare, contrast, draw 
conclusions and connect 
significant ideas and details 
between and among different 
media or formats 

• Integrate information from 
multiple sources of print, non-
print and digital texts to address a 
question or solve a problem 

• Provide  multiple sources of information  
• Review the purpose of each medium  
• Provide opportunities for students to 

evaluate the choices of details in each 
presentation 

• Provide students with multiple sources of 
information in order to demonstrate the 
ability to address a question or problem 

 

 
Essential Question(s): How do readers determine and make meaning of the arguments/claims presented in a text?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
Standard: RI. 11-12.8 
Vocabulary: delineate, fallacy, seminal, constitutional principles, premise  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
8. Delineate and evaluate the 
reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, 
including the application of 
constitutional principles and use 
of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. 
Supreme Court majority opinions 
and dissents) and the premises, 
purposes, and arguments in 
works of public advocacy (e.g., 
The Federalist, presidential 
addresses). 

• Identify author’s claim 
• Evaluate its validity 

based on evidence and 
reasoning provided  

• Differentiate between 
valid and invalid claims & 
evidence 

• Define constitutional 
principles  

• Explain how 
constitutional principles 
apply to legal reasoning  

• Review the elements of a logical 
argument 
i.e. fact/opinion, logical fallacy 

• Provide examples of fallacious 
arguments 

•  Review examples of seminal U.S. texts  
and the premises, purposes and 
arguments in works of public advocacy  

• Ask questions that challenge students to 
evaluate the strength of the reasoning in 
seminal U.S. texts 

 

Students delineate and 
evaluate the argument the 
Thomas Paine makes in 
Common Sense. They 
assess the reasoning 
present in his analysis, 
including the premises and 
purposes of his essay.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers make connections or determine differences and/or similarities among texts of the same topic?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                            
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the 
authors take. 
Standard: RI. 11-12.9 
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
9. Analyze seventeenth-, 
eighteenth-, and nineteenth-
century foundational U.S. 
documents of historical and 
literary significance 
(including The Declaration 
of Independence, the 
Preamble to the 
Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights, and Lincoln’s 
Second Inaugural Address) 
for their themes, purposes, 
and rhetorical features. 

• Recognize how the 
documents are related to 
historical events and  
political purposes 

• Identify the prevailing 
themes, unifying concepts 
and rhetorical features 

• Analyze author’s purpose 
in foundational U. S. 
documents of the 
seventeenth-, eighteenth-, 
and nineteenth- centuries.  

• Compare, contrast and 
analyze the treatment of 
related themes, concepts, 
and rhetorical devices in 
foundational U.S. 
documents of the 
seventeenth-, eighteenth- 
and nineteenth- centuries. 

• Provide and examine seventeenth-, 
eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century 
foundational U.S. documents  

• Provide the context within which the 
document was created 

• Provide opportunities for students to 
compare/ contrast and analyze related 
themes, concepts, and rhetorical devices  in 
seminal U.S. documents 

Students analyze Thomas 
Jefferson’s Declaration of 
Independence, identifying 
its purpose and evaluating 
rhetorical features such as 
the listing of grievances. 
Students compare and 
contrast the themes and 
argument found there to 
those of other U.S. 
documents of historical 
and literary significance, 
such as the Olive Branch 
Petition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Question(s): How do readers understand information texts in all subject areas?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     
Reading Informational Text 
CCR Anchor Standard: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
Anchor Standard 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
Standard: RI. 11-12.10 
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
10. By the end of grade 11, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range. 

By the end of grade 12, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction at the 
high end of the grades 11–CCR text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

 

• Comprehend 
informational text at grade 
level proficiency  

• Expose students to grade level 
informational text  

• Scaffold reading and 
comprehension as needed 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language Arts Curriculum: Grades 11 & 12 



Writing 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers use valid evidence to support claims?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Writing   
CCR Anchor Standard: Text Types and Purpose 
Anchor Standard 1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 
Standard: W. 11-12.1 
Vocabulary: theme, thesis, counterclaim, textual evidence, syntax, structure, diction, credible source 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable claim(s), establish 
the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that 
logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

• Consider material presented to 
identify arguments 

• Evaluate arguments for sufficient 
and significant evidence 

• Develop thesis statement for 
strongest argument 

• State three ideas in support of 
thesis statement 

• Compose an introductory paragraph 
that defends the selected argument 
while asserting recognition of 
counterclaims 

• Establish a connection that logically 
the argument and its counterclaims 

• Initiate class brainstorm, listing, and 
discussion of universal themes 
relevant to and supported by 
reading material 

• Review how to assess appropriate 
textual support for claim and counter 
claim 

• Model sample thesis statement and 
provide skeletal structures of a 
variety of thesis statements 

• Review and assess student 
compositions of introductory 
paragraph checking for context, 
syntax, accuracy, and depth of 
claims and counterclaims 

 

b. Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level, concerns, 
values, and possible biases. 

• Select textual evidence in support of 
claims and counterclaims 

• Outline items of greatest support for 
all recognized claims and 
counterclaim 

• Demonstrate relevant connections 
between selected support and 
thesis statement considering 
audience 

• Direct students to find two pieces of 
textual evidence that supports the  
sample thesis statement and one 
that refutes it based on multiple, 
credible secondary sources 

• Explain format and content of 
outline through providing a skeletal 
structure 

• Evaluate students’ independent 
findings in support and refute of 
individual thesis statements 
 
 

 

c. Use words, phrases, and • Use accurate diction, varied syntax • Develop and distribute a rubric for  



clauses as well as varied syntax 
to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, and 
between claim(s) and 
counterclaims. 
 

and structure to present claims and 
counterclaims 

• Compose paragraphs in a style that 
is fluent, well-organized, and well-
supported 

• Demonstrate clear recognition of the 
relationships between the work, the 
theme, the claims, and the 
counterclaims in defense of thesis 
statement 

draft that addresses the content and 
composition requirements for 
students to use in self-assessment 
of writing 

• Conference with each student to 
evaluate the style and contents of 
written work 

• Provide feedback for students to 
apply when making revisions and 
edits to improve writing 
 

d. Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective tone 
while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in 
which they are writing. 

• Illustrate proficiency of required 
writing format 

• Apply knowledge of the rules of 
writing style and mechanics 

• Conduct a peer review activity for 
students to evaluate the writing of 
others and receive feedback for 
their independent writings 

 

e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows 
from and supports the argument 
presented. 

• Synthesize presented evidence and 
identified theme in a conclusive, 
relevant manner 

• Review, evaluate, and assess 
students’ writings for accuracy of 
contents, comprehension, and 
presentation 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers explore topics and convey ideas?   



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Text Types and Purpose 
Anchor Standard 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
Standard: W. 11-12.2 
Vocabulary: transition words, visuals, diction, syntax, figurative language, audience, citation, fluency, credible/non-credible sources 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize 
complex ideas, concepts, and 
information so that each new 
element builds on that which 
precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics 
(e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

• Identify a topic of interest 
• Find, examine, and organize all 

relevant information  
• Create a claim that further explores 

and builds on previously examined 
information  

• Present topic in a clear, well-
organized manner that incorporates 
visuals and multimedia  where 
appropriate 

• Demonstrate understanding of 
topic and claim selected 

• Review skills necessary for researching 
topic of interest, differentiating between 
credible and non-credible sources 

• Offer graphic organizers to assist in 
students’ organization of findings 

• Demonstrate the inclusion of visuals 
(graphs, charts, tables, etc.) and 
multimedia by providing sample texts 
that use visuals and multimedia as 
supporting information where appropriate 

• Assess students’ understanding of 
selected topic and claim – provide 
feedback for improvement as needed 

 

b. Develop the topic 
thoroughly by selecting the 
most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and 
examples appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of the 
topic. 

• Use a supporting foundation of 
significant information obtained by 
relevant credible sources when 
composing writing  

• Incorporate significant, textual 
support to thoroughly enhance 
argument 

• Consider the audience’s knowledge 
of the topic when composing 
writing 

• Review research methods to determine 
credible sources 

• Model writing that incorporates relevant 
and significant, textual support 

• Monitor and assess students’ writings for 
supporting strength of claim, relevance 
of evidence, and awareness of audience 

 

c. Use appropriate and varied 
transitions and syntax to link 
the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships among 
complex ideas and concepts. 
 

• Utilize transitions and varied syntax 
to develop fluency and a coherent 
structure that fosters the 
relationships between ideas 

 

• Review examples of transition words and 
their use in context through sample 
readings 

• Model and provide guided instruction to 
vary syntax 

 

d. Use precise language, • Reference a dictionary, related • Offer students an opportunity to compare  



domain-specific vocabulary, 
and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy 
to manage the complexity of 
the topic. 

texts, and a thesaurus to select the 
most appropriate diction for the 
task 

• Employ the use of metaphor, 
simile, and analogy when 
appropriate 

and contrast pieces that vary in their use 
of diction and figurative language to 
identify the importance of complexity and 
word choice 

e. Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the 
discipline in which they are 
writing. 

• Adhere to rules of given writing 
format 

• Use appropriate point of view 

• Instruct students of the rules of standard 
format of citation 

• Model formal writings with an objective 
tone 

 

f. Provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows from and supports the 
information or explanation 
presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the 
significance of the topic). 
 

• Develop a conclusion that 
addresses the significance of the 
topic and that synthesizes the 
supporting material included 

• Assess topic relevance, diction, 
figurative language, significant support, 
and fluency of the text 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers develop effective narratives?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Text Types and Purpose 
Anchor Standard 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences. 
Standard: W. 11-12.3 
Vocabulary: narrative, point of view, characterization, diction, plot, conflict, tone, imagery, dialogue, setting, figurative language terms, resolution 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader 
by setting out a problem, 
situation, or observation and its 
significance, establishing one or 
multiple point(s) of view, and 
introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; create a smooth 
progression of experiences or 
events. 

• Recall or imagine an experience 
relevant to given topic 

• Create characters and  narration 
style to develop a progressive plot 

• Construct plot in a manner that is 
well-organized and fluent  

• Offer a selected reading for analysis of point 
of view, conflict, characterization, and plot 

• Foster class discussion of students’ analysis 
of these and other literary elements 

• Select and assign given topic for narrative 
• Initiate student presentations of selected 

topics 
 

 

b. Use narrative techniques, such 
as dialogue, pacing, description, 
reflection, and multiple plot lines, 
to develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 

• Incorporate dialogue and figurative 
language devices to enhance plot 
events and characters 

• Define a variety of figurative language 
devices and provide examples 

• Review and model the use of quotations and 
the incorporation of dialogue into narrative 
writing 

 

c. Use a variety of techniques to 
sequence events so that they 
build on one another to create a 
coherent whole and build toward 
a particular tone and outcome 
(e.g., a sense of mystery, 
suspense, growth, or resolution). 
 

• Utilize appropriate diction to develop 
fluency, and a coherent structure  

• Employ imagery and plot 
development to develop tone and 
resolution 

• Review examples of appropriate diction and 
its use in context through sample readings 

• Review examples of how imagery affects 
tone 

 

d. Use precise words and 
phrases, telling details, and 
sensory language to convey a 
vivid picture of the experiences, 
events, setting, and/or 
characters. 
 

• Strengthen imagery of narrative by 
adding figurative language and 
supporting details 

• Access reference materials to 
enhance diction 

• Offer students an opportunity to compare and 
contrast pieces of writing with varying 
degrees of imagery and applications of 
figurative language devices 

 

e. Provide a conclusion that 
follows from and reflects on what 
is experienced, observed, or 

• Develop a conclusion that allows for 
conflict resolution and offers a 

• Lead class in individually selecting and 
sharing the best written paragraph of 

 



resolved over the course of the 
narrative. 

reflective and effective outcome narrative 
• Collect narratives for evaluation of student 

performance and/or distribute for peer 
reading 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers create effective pieces of writing?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Vocabulary:  
CCR Anchor Standard: Production and Distribution of Text  
Anchor Standard 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.	  
Standard: W. 11-12.4 
Vocabulary: writing task, pre-write, purpose, audience, organization, controlling sentence 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
4. Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

• Comprehend an assigned 
writing task  

• Pre-write to organize ideas in 
response to task 

• Compose a controlling sentence 
that addresses the writing task 

• Read instructions for writing task aloud to 
class  

• Provide ample time and space for thought 
processing and pre-write activity 

• Instruct students to compose a controlling 
sentence that demonstrates comprehension 
and addresses the writing task 

 

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do writers use the writing process to improve text?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Production and Distribution of Text 
Anchor Standard 5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
Standard: W. 11-12.5 
Vocabulary: rubric, peer edit, pre-write, revise, edit, proofread, purpose, audience, point of view 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
5. Develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for a 
specific purpose and audience. 

• Use rubric to assess personal 
writing or the writing of peers 

• Conference with teacher to discuss 
improvements for writing 

• Gain feedback from peers for ways 
to improve writing 

• Identify and define each procedure in 
the writing process 

• Model the revision process 
• Provide students with specific feedback 

to improve writing (use of rubrics, 
comments, conferences, etc.) 

 

 
Essential Question(s): How do writers use technology to facilitate writing and collaboration?  



21st Century Skill: Information Literacy, Communication and Collaboration  
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Production and Distribution of Text 
Anchor Standard 6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 
Standard: W. 11-12.6 
Vocabulary: blog, website, social networking, PowerPoint, technology, feedback 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
6. Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update 
individual or shared writing 
products in response to 
ongoing feedback, including 
new arguments or 
information. 

• Post writings to blogs, class 
websites, approved social 
networks to elicit feedback and 
provide further points of 
discussion 

• Provide links to websites that 
relate to writings 

• Develop class blog, social network threads, 
and class web pages to which students post 
writings. 

• Assign presentations which allow students to 
use PowerPoint and other related technology 
devices to present writings in creative ways. 

 

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do writers conduct research to demonstrate understanding of a subject?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Information Literacy                                                                                     
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation. 
Standard: W. 11-12.7 
Vocabulary:  credible sources, analysis, synthesis, investigative purpose 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
7. Conduct short as well as 
more sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including a self-
generated question) or 
solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 

• Comprehend the question posed 
or develop a credible question 
worthy of investigation 

• Use investigative research skills 
to identify resources helpful in 
identifying answers to the 
question 

• Conclude an answer to the 
question based on careful 
analysis of the selected, credible 
sources that demonstrates 
comprehension of subject matter 

• Provide questions for examination  
• Model a method for developing self-

generated questions for examination 
• Provide students the opportunity to use the 

library, media center, and technology to 
research answers to the questions 

• Use guided practice to review and assess 
students’ progress as they continue through 
the research process, redirecting as needed 

 

 
Essential Question(s): How do writers evaluate and use sources?   



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Information Literacy                                                                                                                               
Writing 
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and 
integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
Standard: W. 11-12.8 
Vocabulary: plagiarism, works cited/bibliography, citation, credible/non-credible sources, fluency 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
8. Gather relevant information 
from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of 
each source in terms of the 
task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into the 
text selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance 
on any one source and 
following a standard format 
for citation. 
 

• Differentiate between credible and 
non-credible sources 

• Recognize that the credibility of 
one’s writing is dependent upon the 
credibility of the sources used.  

• Select pertinent information from 
less relevant information 

• Incorporate information from 
multiple sources 

• Develop and maintain a fluency 
when incorporating supporting 
information 

• Define and Identify the two types of 
plagiarism:  word for word and 
paraphrase 

• Understand plagiarism as an 
academic violation that has 
consequences 

• Refer to format styles for proper 
writing rules  

• Direct students to the variety of sources 
available and differentiate their 
credibility 

• Illustrate the components of a credible 
source 

• Instruct students to select and 
incorporate multiple sources 

• Provide examples of writing that fluently 
integrates supporting information 

• Define plagiarism, its types, and its 
consequences 

• Instruct students of the rules of 
standard format of citation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Question(s): How do writers apply evidence from text to support conclusions?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
Standard: W. 11-12.9 
Vocabulary: Compare/Contrast, universal themes, diction, setting, characterization, plot, critique, fallacious reasoning, source credibility 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grades 11–12 
Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., “Demonstrate 
knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century foundational 
works of American literature, 
including how two or more 
texts from the same period 
treat similar themes or 
topics”). 

• Analyze and explain themes 
common to specific time 
periods in American literature 

• Analyze and evaluate the 
impact of historical 
experiences on literary themes 
or topics 

• Compare and contrast the 
treatment of similar themes or 
topics by two or more authors 
of the same period by 
completing an outline 

• Write a compare/contrast 
essay 

 

• Provide exposure to American works of 
literature which draw on similar content or 
theme 

• Have students compare and contrast two or 
more works from the same period that treat 
similar themes or topics 

• Provide skeletal sample outline for essay 
• Encourage students to use the writing 

process 
• Assess essay based on teacher developed 

rubric 

Students compare and 
contrast how the 
protagonist of Herman 
Melville’s Billy Budd and 
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The 
Scarlet Letter maintain 
their integrity when 
confronting authority, and 
they relate their analysis of 
that theme to other 
portrayals 19th – and early 
20th – century foundational 
works of American 
Literature they have read 

b. Apply grades 11–12 
Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the reasoning in 
seminal U.S. texts, including 
the application of 
constitutional principles and 
use of legal reasoning [e.g., in 
U.S. Supreme Court Case 
majority opinions and 
dissents] and the premises, 
purposes, and arguments in 
works of public advocacy 
[e.g., The Federalist, 
presidential addresses]”). 

• Identify the prevailing themes, 
unifying concepts and 
rhetorical features 

• Identify the author’s claim 
• Evaluate its validity based on 

evidence and reasoning 
provided 

• Write a response 
differentiating between valid 
and invalid claims and 
evidence in works of public 
advocacy 

• Explain how constitutional 
principles apply to legal 
reasoning in a written 
response 

• Review the elements of a logical argument 
i.e. fact/opinion, logical fallacy 

• Review examples of seminal U.S. texts and 
the premises, purposes and arguments in 
works of public advocacy 

• Provide examples of fallacious arguments 
• Ask questions that challenge students to 

evaluate the strength of the reasoning in 
seminal U.S. texts 

• Encourage students to use the writing 
process 

• Assess writing response  

 

 
 



Essential Question(s): How do writers successfully create text dependent upon the established time frame, task, purpose, and audience?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                           
Writing  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting 
or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Standard: W. 11-12.10 
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
10. Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes. 
 

• Write using different time 
frames 

• Write various genres 
• Use various writing 

strategies for different time 
frames 

• Teach how writing varies according to 
determined time frame, task, purpose, and 
audience 

• Demonstrate the use of various graphic 
organizers for different time pieces. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language Arts Curriculum: Grades 11 & 12 



Speaking and Listening 
 

Essential Question(s): How do students express thoughts and ideas in an effective manner?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                            
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
Standard: SL. 11-12.1 
Vocabulary: collegial, Socratic, Shared Inquiry, synthesis, consensus 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 
11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions 
prepared, having read and 
researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic 
or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

• Prepare notes, questions, 
and/or discussion topics 
drawing on readings and 
additional research 

• Apply the reading 
strategies and the 
research process 
independently.  

• Choose, apply, and 
maintain an organizational 
structure appropriate to the 
purpose.   
 

• Teach students to prepare for discussion 
suggesting additional reading, topics to 
research further, etc 

• Explain and model the Socratic Dialogue 
• Initiate opportunities for discussion  

- Socratic Dialogue 
- Shared Inquiry  
- For more information on Shared Inquiry 

&Socratic Discussion see-  
-    The Great Books Website      

http://www.greatbooks.org/   
- Socratic Discussion Procedures  

http://www.rolandsmith.com/curriculum/
zach/Socratic%20Discussion.pdf 

- Use questioning techniques and employ 
the higher level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  

 

 

b. Work with peers to 
promote civil, democratic 
discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and 
deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

• Reach consensus for rules 
and procedures for 
discussion 

• Demonstrate 
independence in decision-
making, goal setting, and 
deadlines.  

• Assume a variety of 
discussion roles 

• Demonstrate comfort and 
independence in the 

• Facilitate students” establishment of rules 
and procedures for discussion that 
encourages cooperation   

• Review roles that one can take in a 
discussion  

• Teach and model comfort and 
independence in collaborative groups such 
as literature circles, fishbowl discussions, 
and Socratic seminar.  

 

 



participation of civil and 
democratic discussions. 
 

c. Propel conversations by 
posing and responding to 
questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; 
ensure a hearing for a full 
range of positions on a topic 
or issue; clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

• Demonstrate comfort and 
independence with open-
ended questions and 
Shared Inquiry.  

• Monitor discussions for 
clarity, relevancy, and 
dissemination of ideas and 
information.  

• Elicit participation and 
opinions; and appropriately 
challenge ideas.  

• Provide unique, innovative, 
and visionary perspectives 
in reasoning and in 
discussing.  

 

• Model and facilitate effective discussions 
• Demonstrate and practice Shared Inquiry  
• Teach students to develop open-ended 

questions which lend to discussion  
• Provide students with a guide for 

generating higher level questions  
            (i.e. Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

- For more information on Shared Inquiry 
&Socratic Discussion see-  

-    The Great Books Website      
http://www.greatbooks.org/   

- Socratic Discussion Procedures  
http://www.rolandsmith.com/curriculum/
zach/Socratic%20Discussion.pdf 

 

 

d. Respond thoughtfully to 
diverse perspectives; 
synthesize comments, 
claims, and evidence made 
on all sides of an issue; 
resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine 
what additional information 
or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or 
complete the task. 
 

• Paraphrase, summarize, 
justify, and synthesize 
information and ideas 
during discussion.  

• Connect with different 
points of view, remain 
open-minded, and 
reassess viewpoints.  

• Understand and use 
appropriate persuasive 
techniques and conflict-
resolution skills.  

• Identify and explain next 
steps and/or additional 
research for further 
investigation.  
 

 

• Encourage students to voice opposing 
viewpoints and perspectives by posing 
questions based on previous student 
statements  

• Review key points throughout to assist 
students in develop a discussion summary, 
inviting connections between the points 
being made 

• When necessary identify the need for 
additional information and provide 
suggestions for additional research 

 

 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers use information presented in diverse formats to determine main ideas and supporting details? 
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.	  
Standard: SL. 11-12.2 
Vocabulary: credibility, accuracy, quantitative 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
2. Integrate multiple sources 
of information presented in 
diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make 
informed decisions and 
solve problems, evaluating 
the credibility and accuracy 
of each source and noting 
any discrepancies among 
the data. 
 

• Evaluate information presented 
in diverse media or formats for 
credibility and accuracy. 

• Integrate information from 
multiple sources to determine 
new ideas 

• Assess information for multiple 
sources to codify supporting 
details  

• Analyze and weigh the value of 
contrary opinions and 
contradictory information making 
judgments regarding credibility 
and accuracy.  

• Identify and note any 
discrepancies present in the 
data  

• Choose the appropriate form of 
media for a given purpose.  
 

• Provide opportunities for students to develop 
a coherent response in order to make 
informed decisions and solve problems 

• Demonstrate how to assess information from 
multiple sources presented in diverse formats 
for credibility and accuracy. 

• Model how to integrate information from 
multiple sources into a coherent response.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Question(s): How do listeners evaluate speakers?  



21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  
Anchor Standard 3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.	  
Standard: SL. 11-12.3 
Vocabulary: rhetoric, fallacious reasoning, exaggerated evidence, distorted evidence, bias, stance, premise, word choice, points of emphasis, tone 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
3. Evaluate a speaker’s 
point of view, reasoning, 
and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the 
stance, premises, links 
among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and 
tone used. 
 

• Analyze and evaluate a 
speaker’s evidence, 
inferences, assumptions, 
argument, and rhetoric. 

• Recognize bias, fallacious 
reasoning, and factual 
evidence.  

• Recognize, analyze, and 
evaluate stance, premise, 
emphasis, word choice, 
tone and point of view.  
 

• Review and provide examples of logical 
fallacies (i.e. card-stacking, band wagon, non 
sequitur, slippery slope, ad hominem). 

• Illustrate the tools of public speaking (stance, 
premise, word choice, emphasis, point of 
view and tone) 

• Expose students to speeches given for a 
range of purposes  

• Expose students to speeches of contradictory 
points of view and of varying quality. 

• Review and model for students how to 
evaluate a speaker- provide rubric as a 
teaching tool for evaluation when applicable  
 

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do speakers vary their presentation of information dependent upon the established task, purpose and audience? 
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
Standard: SL. 11-12.4 
Vocabulary: purpose, audience, task, style 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
4. Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such 
that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning, alternative or opposing 
perspectives are addressed, and the 
organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate 
to purpose, audience, and a range 

• Organize information, 
ideas, evidence, and 
claims clearly, concisely, 
and logically with attention 
to the needs of the 
audience, purpose, and 
task.  

• Demonstrate attention to 
audience interest, values, 

• Review and model how to organize 
information to produce a coherent 
presentation  

• Review the characteristics of various 
presentation formats  

• Provide opportunities for students to create 
presentations varying in purpose, task, and 
intended audience  
 

 



of formal and informal tasks. biases, and concerns by 
using rhetorical appeals 
and by acknowledging 
and/or refuting opposing 
positions and opinions  
 

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do students enhance a presentation?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 5: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of 
presentations.	  
Standard: SL. 11-12.5 
Vocabulary: digital media 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
5. Make strategic use of 
digital media (e.g., textual, 
graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in 
presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence 
and to add interest. 
 

• Include relevant 
multimedia components to 
enhance presentation 
focusing on the 
understanding of findings 
and reasoning  

• Effectively use visuals to 
support presentation 

 

• Provide opportunities for students to 
employ digital media in presentations  

• Model appropriate use of digital media to 
enhance presentations  

• Provide exemplary samples of 
presentations 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Question(s): How do students demonstrate command of formal English?  



 21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                     
Speaking and Listening  
CCR Anchor Standard: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
Anchor Standard 6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate	  
Standard: SL. 11-12.6 
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
6. Adapt speech to a variety 
of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating a command 
of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

• Identify audience and 
purpose for presentation 

• Use language appropriate 
to situation 

• Review characteristics of formal and 
informal English language (transitions, 
slang, pronunciation etc)  

• Provide opportunities for use of formal and 
informal English 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Language Arts Curriculum: Grades 11 & 12 
Language 

 
Essential Question(s): How do students effectively use the convections of standard English to convey a message?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Convections of Standard English   
Anchor Standard 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.	  
Standard: L. 11-12.1 
Vocabulary:  evolving, usage, organic , convention 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Apply the understanding 
that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 
 

• Compare and contrast 
changes in usage over 
time. 

• Apply language usage to 
writing and speaking as 
appropriate for audience 
and purpose  

 

• Provide examples that language is organic 
and that usage changes to meet these 
evolving needs  

 

b. Resolve issues of 
complex or contested 
usage, consulting 
references (e.g., Merriam-
Webster’s Dictionary of 
English Usage, Garner’s 
Modern American Usage) 
as needed. 
 

• Demonstrate knowledge 
and use of print and digital 
reference material to 
correct and/or confirm 
language usage.  

 

• Provide references and demonstrate their 
usage  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do students effectively use the convections of standard English mechanics to convey a message?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Convections of Standard English   
Anchor Standard 2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.	  
Standard: L. 11-12.2 
Vocabulary: hyphenation conventions, syllabication  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation 
conventions. 
 
 
 

• Demonstrate correct use of 
hyphens 

• Use digital or print resources to 
research correct syllabication  

• Review the use of hyphenation 
conventions  

• Provide opportunities to edit for hyphens  
• Model how to use digital and print 

resources for syllabication  

 

b. Spell correctly. 
 
 
 

• Use digital or print resources to 
assist in spelling  

• Review lists of commonly 
misspelled words 

• Provide resources to assist in spelling  

 
 
Essential Question(s): How do students use their knowledge of language to communicate effectively and increase understanding?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Knowledge of Language    
Anchor Standard 3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening	  
Standard: L. 11-12.3  
Vocabulary: syntax  
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
a. Vary syntax for effect, 
consulting references (e.g., 
Tufte’s Artful Sentences) 
for guidance as needed; 
apply an understanding of 
syntax to the study of 
complex texts when 
reading. 
 
 

• Analyze an author’s syntax to determine 
its effect on meaning and/or style.  

• Manipulate syntax to create interest and 
effect when writing.  

• Select and use print and digital 
references appropriately in order to 
improve syntax.  

• Arrange words and sentences to 
address audience needs, situations, 
and/or purposes. 

• Provide examples from complex 
texts of effective syntax for 
meaning and style 

• Provide opportunities for editing 
work to improve syntax  

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Essential Question(s): How do students use context clues and word parts to clarify the meaning of unknown words?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                     
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use     
Anchor Standard 4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing 
meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.	  
Standard: L. 11-12.4 
Vocabulary: context clues, inference, etymology 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence, 
paragraph, or text; a word’s 
position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

• Apply an understanding of the various 
types of context clues to determine word 
or phrase meaning 

• Apply an understanding of inference and 
drawing conclusions to determine word or 
phrase meaning 

• Review and model use of 
context clues to determine 
meaning 

 
 
 

 

b. Identify and correctly use 
patterns of word changes that 
indicate different meanings or 
parts of speech (e.g., conceive, 
conception, conceivable). 

• Apply an understanding of the 
relationship between the form and 
meaning of a word.  

• Recognize patterns of word changes that 
affect meaning or parts of speech.  

• Provide examples of patterns of 
word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of 
speech  

• Provide students with practice 
using the correct part of speech  

 

c. Consult general and 
specialized reference materials 
(e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation 
of a word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning, its part of 
speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 

• Strengthen writing by using reference 
materials both print and digital to refine 
word choices 

• Use reference materials to find the 
pronunciation, part of speech, and 
etymology of unknown word, or its 
standard usage 

 

• Review how to use and locate 
appropriate reference materials 
(i.e. dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses)  

• Review how to use a 
pronunciation key in a dictionary 

 
 

 

d. Verify the preliminary 
determination of the meaning of 
a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning 
in context or in a dictionary). 
 

• Demonstrate the frequent and appropriate 
use of print and digital reference materials 
in order to improve comprehension of 
written and spoken text.  

• Strengthen writing and speaking by 
consulting reference materials, both print 
and digital, to confirm revisions and/or 
editorial choices.  

• Have students consult print and 
digital reference materials 

 

 



 
Essential Question(s): How do students demonstrate their understanding of word meaning when making connections between related words?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use     
Anchor Standard 5: Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.	  
Standard: L. 11-12.5 
Vocabulary: figures of speech, hyperbole, paradox, nuances, denotation, connotation 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech 
(e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role 
in the text. 

• Recognize and interpret figurative 
language in spoken and written 
language. 

• Analyze and evaluate the effect of 
figurative language on theme, 
style, and meaning.  

• Use figurative language 
appropriately and effectively in 
speaking and writing.  

 

• Provide examples of figures of 
speech including hyperbole and 
paradox  

• Create opportunities for students 
to interpret figures of speech in 
speaking and writing  
 
 

 

b. Analyze nuances in the 
meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 
 

• Analyze written language for 
connotations, word relationships, 
nuances, and differences in 
denotative shades of meaning.  

• Use words with connotations and 
nuances of meaning appropriately 
and effectively in speech and 
writing  
 

• Review the difference between 
connotation and denotation 

• Provide activities that foster 
effective word choice based on 
connotation and denotation.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do student apply their knowledge of the English language to communicate most effectively?  
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      
Language  
CCR Anchor Standard: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use     
Anchor Standard 6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering 
an unknown term important to comprehension or expression.	  
Standard: L. 11-12.6  
Vocabulary: N/A 
Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  
6. Acquire and use accurately 
general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness 
level; demonstrate independence 
in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

• Use grade appropriate 
language and vocabulary 
at a level of proficiency  

• Independently use 
standard English to 
communicate effectively 

• Model appropriate standard English 
• Provide speaking and writing 

opportunities during which students can 
strengthen command of standard 
English  

 

 


